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The city of Marysville, later renamed Corvallis, was made the county seat in 1851. The city briefly was the

capital of Oregon.&#91;5&#93; In 1862 Corvallis became the site of the Oregon State Agricultural College,

known today as Oregon State University.

According to the United States Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 679 square miles

(1,760&#160;km2), of which 676 square miles (1,750&#160;km2) is land and 2.7 square miles

(7.0&#160;km2) (0.4%) is water.&#91;6&#93; It is the fourth-smallest county in Oregon by land area and

third-smallest by total area.

As of the 2020 census, there were 95,184 people, the racial make up of the county was 75.9% non-Hispanic

white, 1% African American, 0.6% Native American, 6.7% Asian, 6.1% of two or more races. Residents of

Hispanic or Latino ancestry made up 9% of the population.

Of the 34,317 households, 24.2% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 45.3% were married

couples living together, 7.3% had a female householder with no husband present, 43.9% were non-families,

and 28.2% of all households were made up of individuals. The average household size was 2.35 and the

average family size was 2.87. The median age was 32.1 years.&#91;12&#93;

The median income for a household in the county was $48,012 and the median income for a family was

$71,763. Males had a median income of $50,282 versus $35,387 for females. The per capita income for the

county was $26,177. About 7.7% of families and 19.1% of the population were below the poverty line,

including 13.6% of those under age 18 and 5.5% of those age 65 or over.&#91;15&#93;

There were 30,145 households, out of which 28.40% had children under the age of 18 living with them,

50.40% were married couples living together, 7.20% had a female householder with no husband present, and

39.50% were non-families. 26.10% of all households were made up of individuals, and 6.70% had someone

living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.43 and the average family

size was 2.95.

Since 1972, Benton County has been a home rule county, meaning that the citizens have full control over the

county charter, rather than using a standard charter issued by the state.&#91;19&#93; The voters have chosen

to eliminate the traditional elected county offices of Assessor, Treasurer, Surveyor, Justice of the peace, and

Clerk. Currently, they only elect three County Commissioners and a Sheriff.&#91;20&#93;&#91;21&#93;

The three current Benton County Commissioners are Chair Pat Malone, Xanthippe Augerot, and Nancy Wyse.

They are all members of the Democratic Party and have served since 2019, 2017, and 2021; respectively.

Wyse and Augerot''s current terms expire in January 2025, while Malone''s is up in January
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2023.&#91;21&#93;&#91;22&#93;&#91;23&#93;

The current Benton County Sheriff is Jef Van Arsdall. He was appointed to the office in March 2021 to fill the

remainder of the term of retiring sheriff Scott Jackson.&#91;24&#93;

Along with Oregon State University, agriculture, lumber, wood products, and some printing technology

research and development form the economic base of the county. A substantial portion of the nation''s research

in forestry, agriculture, engineering, education and the sciences takes place at OSU.

Corvallis is a city in the U.S. state of Oregon. Corvallis is the location of Oregon State

University.&#91;1&#93; As of 2020, the population was 59,922.&#91;2&#93; It is the county seat of Benton

County, as well as the most populated city in Benton County.&#91;1&#93;
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