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                      Middle East Policy     Middle East Policy has been one of the world''s most cited publications on

the region since its inception in 1982, and our Breaking Analysis series makes high-quality, diverse analysis

available to a broader audience.  

One of the most frequently cited journals on the Middle East in the field of international affairs, Middle East

Policy has been engaging thoughtful minds for more than 40 years with high-quality, diverse analysis on the

region.

The Middle East Policy Council is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1981 whose mission is to

contribute to the understanding of the political, economic and cultural issues that affect U.S. interests in the

Middle East.

Morocco bases its claims on the territory on history It sees Western Sahara as part of the Moroccan

nation.&#91;5&#93; The presence of phosphor and fishing grounds in Western Sahara may have also been a

motive.&#91;6&#93;

In 1976 Mauritania signed a peace treaty with Polisario  retreated from Western Sahara in 1979. Morocco

annexed those parts. In 1981 it started the construction of a berm that separates the parts controlled by

Polisario from the part controlled by Morocco.

The SADR was incorporated into the African Union in 1984. It gained recognition in many African states.

Morocco left the Union but rejoined in 2017&#91;8&#93;

The first two constitutions were promulgated in 1976 with the proclamation of the republic. When SADR

joined the African Union in 1982 it was required to organize itself better politically. There were constitutional

reforms. In 1991 a new constitution was promulgated. The constitution is very similar to that of Algeria. The

parliament is the main operating body instead of the president.&#91;11&#93;
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