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The study showed that despite the significant alignment of the European Union''s and the People''s Republic of

China''s energy- and climate-related policies on a normative level, renewable energy cooperation between the

People''s Republic of China and Central and Eastern European countries on a practical level is moderate. This

state of play mainly results from political factors, such as rising levels of Sino-scepticism and the overall

deterioration of the European Union-People''s Republic of China relations.

The study showed that political rather than economic or legal factors had a great impact on the Chinese

presence in the domain of renewable energy in the countries of the Central and Eastern European region.

However, the significant alignment of the European Union''s and the People''s Republic of China''s energy-

and climate-related policies and dedication to common energy transition targets offer room for improving

renewable energy cooperation. Overcoming political and economic divergences imposes a condition for

achieving better cooperation in the renewable energy domain.

Secondly, an analysis was conducted to trace the representation of "renewable energy sources/renewable

energy/renewables" within those documents, particularly in connection with the external dimension of their

policies. By searching for similarities, potential differences and points of contention were also explored in

order to map the main challenges in cooperation between these two subjects in the domain of RE.

After a brief historical overview of the development of their policies and cooperation, the study focused on the

main similarities between the EU''s and PR China''s contemporary energy- and climate-related policies in

order to identify possible points of alignment.

Considering the first research question regarding the (potential) normative alignment of the EU''s and PR

China''s energy- and climate-related policies in the domain of RE, this subsection is dedicated to presenting

results from a conducted literature review and qualitative content analysis of their policies and cooperation

mechanisms.
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