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The French company Hydroneo East Africa has signed an agreement with the investment consultancy

Finergreen for a $1 million loan to develop the Mpanda hydroelectric project in Burundi. The plant, which

will have a capacity of 10.2 MW, will reach financial close in 2022.

Good news about the Mpanda hydroelectric project in Burundi. Its developer, Mpanda Hydro Power, owned

by Hydroneo East Africa, has just signed an agreement with Finergreen, an investment advisory firm

dedicated to renewable energy. The two partners have signed for a $1 million loan to finance development

activities leading to financial closure of the project scheduled for 2022.

As part of the fundraising for the Mpanda hydropower project, Finergreen will provide financial structuring of

the operations. Hydroneo is raising the finance with the support of the Renewable Energy Performance

Platform (REPP), a UK government-funded scheme managed by Camco Clean Energy. The Mpanda

hydropower project will require an investment of $43.5 million.

The agreement reached between Hydroneo and Finergreen allows the relaunch of a project that has been at a

standstill since 2015. Initially, the Burundian government planned a water reservoir operating with a

hydroelectric power station. Work began in 2011 with the aim of building a 35 m high dam with a reservoir

covering an area of 100 hectares. Work stopped, officially due to budgetary constraints.

The Burundian government finally opted for a public-private partnership (PPP) with Hydroneo. The company

led by Samuel Zekri also signed a power purchase agreement (PPA) to sell its production to the R&eacute;gie

de production et distribution d&rsquo;eau et d&rsquo;&eacute;lectricit&eacute; (Regideso). Above all,

Hydroneo has made a major change to the project, opting for a new environmental impact assessment.

The aim of the new study was to reduce the impact of the project on biodiversity in the Mpanda river basin.

The project site, located in Bubanza province, is adjacent to Kibira National Park. This is a 400 km2

biodiversity reserve in which thousands of diverse species of fauna and flora are found, many of them

endemic. According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), the

park is home to insects, primates, birds, reptiles, and other large mammals. Several of the region&rsquo;s

rivers have their sources here.

To reduce the impact of the Mpanda hydropower project on this East African biodiversity hotspot, Hydroneo

is opting for a run-of-river plant. Unlike conventional hydropower plants that rely on a reservoir to operate,

Hydroneo&rsquo;s hydropower plant will harness the rapids of the Mpanda River to produce 10.2 MW of

electricity. The project area will eventually be reduced to less than 5 hectares.

The African Development Bank is seeking consultants to explore how two hydropower projects and an
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associated grid planned in Burundi can incorporate solar power. The addition of photovoltaics is intended to

reduce the country''s dependency on hydro, level out generation during dry and wet seasons and mitigate the

effect of droughts.

The African Development Bank is helping small hydropower project developer Songa Energy Burundi find

consultants to help it add solar to the mix in two planned hydro projects and an associated local grid.

The multilateral lender has issued a request for expressions of interest by consultants who could conduct

feasibility studies into solar hybridization of the projects and produce grid interconnection studies, local

distribution grid assessments and environmental and social impact studies.

The tender document states Songa Energy has applied for financing from the Sustainable Energy Fund for

Africa for its Ruvyi102 and Mule037 hydropower projects. The former is a 1.1 MW project in the Ryansoro

commune of Gitega province on the Ruvyironza River which flows into Lake Victoria. Mule037 is an 8 MW

facility planned for the Songa commune of Bururi province, on the Mulembwe River.

The consultants selected will have to design a medium voltage local distribution grid and conduct a survey to

assess current and future household and small business energy consumption as well as identifying sites for

solar installations. They will also have to collect radiation data.

Contact us for free full report 

Web: https://www.sumthingtasty.co.za/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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