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Renewable energy can be classified as originating from a natural source that replenishes itself. Scientists have

stated that to avoid the worst impacts of climate change, emissions need to be reduced by almost half in the

next ten years. It is no surprise that renewable energy has been described as a &lsquo;solution&rsquo; to avoid

the worst impacts of climate change, as well as ensuring that humanity relies less on fossil fuels.

The UN has suggested that 30 million jobs can be created as a result of renewable energy sources. Energy

Magazine is therefore considering 10 of the most popular current sources for renewable energy.

Biomass is generated from burning wood, plants and other organic matter, such as manure or household waste.

According to the Energy Saving Trust, it has the potential to use considerably less carbon dioxide (net carbon

emissions) than fossil fuels, and can be considered renewable if the plants are being replaced.

In addition, biomass is less expensive than fossil fuels and can be used for fuels, power, and products that

would otherwise be made from fossil fuels. Technologies can be created from biomass, including biofuels,

conversion into heat and electricity and chemicals for making plastics.
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Ethanol fuel is most often used as a motor fuel as an alternative to petrol or gasoline. It is the same as the ethyl

alcohol that you find in alcoholic drinks and often obtained from corn or grains. It has been determined to

reduce emissions and so it can be blended with gasoline to increase the octane level of the fuel.

With plenty of governments now prioritising the reduction of fuel emissions (London&rsquo;s ULEZ zone

expansion this year for example), the use of ethanol fuels has greatly increased over the past decade.

Also sustainable, is Hydropower (also known as water power), which is the use of falling or fast-running water

to make electricity or to generate power. This is conducted by converting the kinetic energy of the water to

produce the power, which is often by building a dam to control the flow of a river or large body of water.
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