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Jamie writes about eclipses, travel, science and more for The Telegraph,The Guardian,Sky &  Telescope

magazine,All About Space,BBC Sky At Night magazine,Travel+Leisure,TechRadar,TravGear& SCMP.

For both amateur stargazers and seasoned astronomers, few events are as breathtaking as a total solar eclipse. I

still remember my first experience with a partial solar eclipse as a student. It sparked my curiosity and led me

to explore the wonders of astronomy further. But nothing prepared me for witnessing a total solar eclipse--it

was life-changing and ignited my passion for travel and the cosmos.

For the uninitiated, a total solar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes directly between the Earth and the Sun,

completely blocking the Sun''s light. This incredible alignment usually happens during a new moon, but it''s a

rare spectacle. The alignment must be just right, and sometimes the Moon''s shadow misses the Earth

altogether, often landing over oceans or remote areas.

And then comes the greatest spectacle of them all &#8211; the majestic corona, a stunning feature of the Sun

that we can''t normally see but which reveals itself during those brief moments of totality. This is the Sun''s

upper atmosphere, made up of ionized gas, appearing as glowing white streamers that form a shimmering halo

around the eclipsed Sun. The corona''s size and shape change with the Sun''s activity, making each solar

eclipse unique.

As the corona radiates in the darkened sky, stars and planets come into view. At the same time,

Earthshine--reflected light from Earth--gently illuminates the edges of the Moon, adding a final touch of

magic to the scene.

If you want to witness this cosmic wonder, careful planning is essential. It will be another 66 years before the

next total solar eclipse happens in the UK, which will be on September 23, 2090. However, there are many

locations around the world where you can see total solar eclipses in the meantime. To help you plan your

viewing experience, here are the upcoming solar eclipses you won''t want to miss in the next 10 years:
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