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Norway is a country in the north of Europe. It is the western part of the Scandinavian peninsula. The mainland

of Norway is surrounded by the North Sea and Atlantic Ocean on the west side, and borders Russia, Finland,

and Sweden to the east. The southern coast touches the Oslofjord, Skagerrak, and the North Sea.

The Monarchy of Norway has been independent since 1814. Its head of state is a king - Harald the 5th (as of

2022). The national day is May 17, which celebrates Norway''s constitution of 1814. The parliament is called

Stortinget and its members are elected by the people every 4 years.&#91;source?&#93;

Norwegian is the national language. There are two official written versions of Norwegian called Bokm?l and

Nynorsk.&#91;source?&#93;

The Northern Sami language is spoken by around 90% of those who speak one of Norway''s 3 Sami

languages.&#91;11&#93; Northern Sami is also an official language in a number of

municipalities.&#91;source?&#93;

The battle of Hafrsfjord (872 A.D.) resulted in small kingdoms becoming one larger kingdom, ruled by Harald

Fairhair. After the king''s death, again there were smaller kingdoms, inside Norway.&#91;12&#93;

Stockfish (or fish that has been freeze-dried, outside in cold weather) has been traded and exported; this

happened as early as either the 9th century,&#91;13&#93; 10th century, or 11th century until

1066.&#91;14&#93; Other sources say that the exporting was happening as early as the 12th century;

stockfish is one of the country''s oldest [type of] things to be sold for export.&#91;14&#93;

The first [known] map, where Norway is drawn, was made in 1482.&#91;15&#93;&#91;16&#93;

Sweden left the Kalmar Union in 1523. From 1536/1537, Denmark and Norway formed a personal union that

by 1660 became the state called Denmark-Norway; Norway was the weaker part of the union with Denmark.

That union lasted until 1814,&#91;17&#93;&#91;18&#93; when the Treaty of Kiel said that Norway be

ceded (or given) to Sweden; Denmark did not cede the Faroe Islands, Iceland, and Greenland

The union with Sweden: It started on 14 August 1814, when the Convention of Moss (en) was

signed;&#91;19&#93; the union went on for 90 years.

The results of the election in 1882, led to parlamentarism becoming part of Norway''s political system; the

votes of the "swamp men" decided the outcome of the election; they included teachers, artists and craftsmen

who were not poor but also did not own land; ownership of land or a contract to use land was necessary to get

voting rights; the "swamp men" had bough cheap land which was nearly useless, except for getting a right to
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vote.&#91;20&#93;

The Government has Norwegian soldiers working in Syria (as of 2017)&#91;22&#93; and Afghanistan,

together with soldiers from other countries that belong to NATO.

[Including year 2020], the fishing industry is catching between 2.5 million tons and 3 million tons fish from

the ocean per year; from fish farms around 1.5 million tons are slaughtered per year.&#91;23&#93;
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