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Portable computers, by their nature, are generally microcomputers.&#91;6&#93; Larger portable computers

were commonly known as ''Lunchbox'' or ''Luggable'' computers. They are also called ''Portable Workstations''

or ''Portable PCs''. In Japan they were often called ''Bentocom''. (?????, Bentokon) from "bento".&#91;citation

needed&#93;

Xerox NoteTaker, developed in 1976 at Xerox PARC, was a precursor to later portable computers from

Osborne Computer Corporation and Compaq, though it remained a prototype and did not enter production.

The Grid Compass ran its own operating system, GRiD-OS. Its specialized software and high price

(US$8,000-10,000) meant that it was limited to specialized applications. The main buyer was the U.S.

government. NASA used it on the Space Shuttle during the early 1980s, as it was powerful, lightweight, and

compact. The military Special Forces also purchased the machine, as it could be used by paratroopers in

combat.&#91;19&#93;

Originally announced in 1987, the Atari STacy was released to the public in December 1989 and was one of

the first laptop-like portables.&#91;25&#93;&#91;26&#93;

Apple Inc. introduced and released the Macintosh Portable in 1989, though this device came with a battery,

which added to its substantial weight. The Portable has features similar to the Atari STacy, include integrated

trackball and clamshell case.

After release of IBM PC Convertible in 1986, IBM still produced classic portable computers, include released

in 1989 PS/2 P70 (with upgrade in 1990 to P75), and IBM produce portables for up to release of PS/2 Note

and PS/55note notebook lines.

In today''s world of laptops, smart phones, and tablets, portable computers have evolved and are now mostly

used for industrial, commercial or military

applications.&#91;27&#93;&#91;28&#93;&#91;29&#93;&#91;30&#93;

When the IBM PC was introduced in 1981, it was originally designated as the IBM 5150, putting it in the

"5100" series, though its architecture was unrelated to the IBM 5100''s.&#91;4&#93; The 5100 was IBM''s

second transportable computer. Previously, a truck-based IBM 1401 was configured in 1960 for military use

and referred to as a mobile computer.&#91;5&#93;
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