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Speaking Lusa agency, Szabolcs Varga, a researcher at the Porto institute, explained that the system aims to

&ldquo;contribute to mitigating the lack of water&rdquo; and be an alternative to the current desalination

system.

The equipment &ldquo;uses solar thermal energy and vapour compression technology to turn salt water into

drinking water&rdquo;, using two systems at the same time: a solar thermal collector and a desalination

subsystem.

&ldquo;Saline water desalination is a solution to deal with the shortage of potable water, but it is still a

high-cost and energy-intensive process. The technology we are developing introduces renewable energy, thus

bypassing these obstacles,&rdquo; he noted.

&ldquo;We thought it made sense to develop a more robust and relatively simple system in order to be used in

places where there are no highly qualified personnel to operate the equipment&rdquo;, he said, adding that the

system &ldquo;contributes to the reduction of the carbon footprint&rdquo; by using to renewable energy

sources.

Szabolcs Varga said that the next step is to carry out experimental tests of the prototype and that the future

objective is to &ldquo;optimise, change and improve&rdquo; the system, in an evolution perspective.

The equipment, developed within the scope of the SMALL SOLDES project, is co-financed by the European

Union through the Compete 2020 programme and by the Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT).

We are proud to provide our readers from around the world with independent, honest and unbiased news for

free - both online and in print. Our dedicated team supports the local community, foreign residents and visitors

of all nationalities through our newspaper, website, social media and our newsletter.

We appreciate that not everyone can afford to pay for our services but if you are able to, we ask you to support
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