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KABUL, AFGHANISTAN (26 November 2017) &mdash; The Asian Development Bank(ADB)has approved

a $44.76 million grant to develop Afghanistan&rsquo;s first 20 megawatts (MW) on-grid solar photovoltaic

plant and boost the country&rsquo;s renewable energy generation and supply.

&ldquo;The demand for power is rapidly growing across Afghanistan and economic development and income

opportunities depend on sufficient energy supplies,&rdquo; said Samuel Tumiwa, ADB Country Director for

Afghanistan. &ldquo;The new on-grid solar power generation project, which is the largest of its kind in

Afghanistan, will not only provide access to a clean and reliable power supply, but also demonstrate the

viability of future renewable energy investments through public-private partnerships.&rdquo;

Despite significant progress since 2002, Afghanistan still relies on energy imports from neighboring countries

to meet its domestic demand. Only about 32% of the population has access to grid-connected electricity and

the demand for electricity in major load centers is growing by 25% annually. Reliance on energy imports, lack

of enough power generation capacity, small domestic market, and financing weaknesses leave energy security

highly vulnerable.

Afghanistan&rsquo;s renewable energy resource potential is estimated to be over 300,000 MW, with over

two-thirds of potential supply coming from solar, with the country benefitting from about 300 sunny days

annually.

The project will finance the construction of a 20 MW on-grid solar photovoltaic plant in Naghlu, located in the

capital Kabul&rsquo;s Surobi district. The project will generate at least 43,000 megawatt-hours of solar power

and avoid at least 13,000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent in the first full year of operation.

Capacity building support will be also provided for the Ministry of Energy and Water, and government-owned

energy utility Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat staff on solar photovoltaic plant design, technical evaluation,

grid integration, and operation and maintenance. The project is in line with the targets of the National Energy

Supply Program of the Government of Afghanistan and the Afghanistan Renewable Energy Policy.

Over the coming years, ADB will support the increase in the country&rsquo;s electrification rate from 30% to

83% and lift the share of domestic generation from 20% to 67% by 2030. ADB will also play a major role in

power transmission both regionally and domestically, and promote clean energy, including through solar

power.

ADB, based in Manila, is dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic

growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration. Established in 1966, ADB is celebrating

50 years of development partnership in the region. It is owned by 67 members&mdash;48 from the region. In
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2016, ADB assistance totaled $31.7 billion, including $14 billion in cofinancing.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and

sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. It assists its

members and partners by providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and equity investments to promote

social and economic development.
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The financial support provided by the Ministry of Higher Education of Afghanistan is highly acknowledged.

We appreciate also the invaluable comments and suggestions of two anonymous reviewers.

Contact us for free full report 

Web: https://www.sumthingtasty.co.za/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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