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It was made the capital of the island when Sri Lanka was ceded to the British Empire in 1815,& #91;10& #93;
and its status as capital was retained when the nation became independent in 1948. In 1978, when
administrative functions were moved to Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte, Colombo was designated as the
commercial capital of Sri Lanka.

The name "Colombo”, first introduced by the Portuguese explorers in 1505, is believed to be derived from the
classical Sinhala name 7???727? 77?2, 2?77207? 777277777 Kolon thota, meaning "port on the river
Kelani".&#91;11&#93;
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