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ZDNET&apos;s recommendations are based on many hours of testing, research, and comparison shopping.

We gather data from the best available sources, including vendor and retailer listings as well as other relevant

and independent reviews sites. And we pore over customer reviews to find out what matters to real people who

already own and use the products and services we&#x2019;re assessing.

When you click through from our site to a retailer and buy a product or service, we may earn affiliate

commissions. This helps support our work, but does not affect what we cover or how, and it does not affect

the price you pay. Neither ZDNET nor the author are compensated for these independent reviews. Indeed, we

follow strict guidelines that ensure our editorial content is never influenced by advertisers.

ZDNET&apos;s editorial team writes on behalf of you, our reader. Our goal is to deliver the most accurate

information and the most knowledgeable advice possible in order to help you make smarter buying decisions

on tech gear and a wide array of products and services. Our editors thoroughly review and fact-check every

article to ensure that our content meets the highest standards. If we have made an error or published

misleading information, we will correct or clarify the article. If you see inaccuracies in our content, please

report the mistake via this form.

This pre-holiday markdown lets you save $120 on the Arena 9 surround sound system, bringing the price to

just $430. So if you&apos;ve got a gamer on your shopping list looking for the ultimate audio solution for

both PC and consoles, it&apos;s a great option for a premium gift.

I have to admit: when I first saw the SteelSeries Arena 9 speaker system, I thought it was complete overkill.

Five speakers and a subwoofer (plus the OLED controller and the many, many cables) felt like an absurd

amount of audio equipment for most gamers who may only have one platform they prefer: PC, Xbox, Switch,

or PS5. And it is.

That said, if you frequently switch between console and PC gaming, or your home office doubles as your

gaming room, the Arena 9 transforms into a home theater powerhouse that&apos;s a more affordable option

than a traditional 5.1CH system from brands like LG or Samsung. I&apos;ve been testing the Arena 9 --

here&apos;s everything you need to know about it.

Setting up the Arena 9 is a lot less intimidating than the included quick-start guide makes it seem. The main

left, right, and center speakers connect directly to the subwoofer, while the rear speakers connect wirelessly

(and have their own AC power cable).

The system also comes with an OLED control dial for quick and easy adjustments to volume and EQ presets,

connecting via Bluetooth, and viewing essential product information like the serial and model numbers for
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warranty claims.

The subwoofer also acts as the main connection point for audio output via USB, Bluetooth, or optical cable --

you can use the subwoofer as an optical passthrough for theoretically connecting third-party soundbars or

speakers if you already have something you&apos;re using to boost dialogue or ambient sound.

While you can set up all three connection types at once, you can only use one physical connection at a time,

along with the Bluetooth-connected device. The Bluetooth source will mix with the physical one, allowing

you to catch PC or console notifications while using another device to stream music, movies, and shows.

I connected the Arena 9 to my PS5 via USB and used Bluetooth to connect to my iPhone 13 and desktop PC.

While you&apos;ll get an excellent dialogue and hi-tone boost straight out of the box, you do have to take

some time to tweak settings, either via the OLED controller or Sonar desktop app, to get the best tones and

volume levels for each set of speakers. The rear speakers like to be very quiet and flat-sounding at first, but

switching to the Excite or Bass Boost EQ preset on the OLED controller immediately improves the surround

sound effect and overall quality.

The OLED dial gives you a good amount of flexibility and control when selecting EQ presets or making

manual adjustments, especially if you&apos;re connected to a non-PC device like a cell phone. You can toggle

the 5.1CH Upmix on and off, which disables the rear speakers for more focused audio, though it does sound

much more flat and uninteresting than when enabled.

Contact us for free full report 

Web: https://www.sumthingtasty.co.za/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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