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This timeline outlines the key developments in the United Kingdom electricity industry from the start of

electricity supplies in the 1870s to the present day. It identifies significant developments in technology for the

generation, transmission and use of electricity; outlines developments in the structure of the industry including

key organisations and facilities; and records the legislation and regulations that have governed the UK

electricity industry. &#160;

ElecLink 51&#160;km 1,000 MW ? 320 kV DC cables within the north running tunnel of the Channel Tunnel

interconnector between France and the United Kingdom first energised 1 September.&#91;26&#93;

Margaret Thatcher privatised our energy in 1986. British Gas was floated on the stock market, accompanied

by the famous ''Tell Sid'' advertising campaign which promised us we could still ''own it'' through shares. In

1990, all of the UK''s regional electricity boards were privatised. Most households now get their electricity and

gas from the Big Five energy companies (British Gas, Ovo, E.ON, Scottish Power, EDF). Energy is delivered

by a privatised grid.

Privatisation was supposed to bring competition and lower prices. However, even before the energy crisis, the

real cost of our bills had gone up, consumers were confused and for a country with our coastline, we were

making slow progress on renewable energy.

The UK won nature''s lottery with oil and gas in North Sea, and huge potential for wind and hydropower

around the coastline. But we''re squandering it, allowing BP, Shell and co to take the profit.

Around 50% of UK offshore wind is publicly owned right now, but only 0.07% of it is publicly owned by the

UK. Instead, publicly owned companies from Denmark and Norway take the opportunities and make the

profit.

Once energy has been generated, it needs to be transmitted across the country. National Grid is responsible for

gas transmission across the UK mainland and electricity transmission in England. You don''t have any choice

about this as a consumer - it''s a private monopoly. In 2023, National Grid shareholders received ?1.6 billion in

dividends - money that could have been reinvested back into the system.

None of the Big Five retail companies (British Gas, Ovo, E.ON, Scottish Power, EDF) is itself a listed market

company. All are subsidiaries of parent companies - four out of the five are listed on stock exchanges. 

We are delighted that Labour''s plan to set up Great British Energy has been realised. The public want our

energy system in public hands. Great British Energy, which would help tackle the climate crisis and lower

bills, is the start of this.
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1) Nationalise the Big Five energy supply/retail companies2) Introduce a permanent windfall tax on oil and

gas companies like Shell and BP, at a rate of 56% (on top of corporation tax)3) Set up a new state-owned

renewable energy company to help tackle the climate crisis4) Bring the privatised monopolies of the National

Grid and regional distribution into public ownership

Natural resources like oil and gas, wind, sun, hydropower belong to all of us if they belong to anyone. But BP

and Shell are multinational companies and it would be very expensive and complicated to nationalise them.

Instead we should tax them properly the way that Norway does.

The ?5 billion windfall tax the government has already committed to doesn''t go anywhere near far enough. BP

made record profits of ?6.9 billion between April and June - the highest profits in 14 years. Shell made ?9.5

billion in the same time period. These companies have also benefited from huge tax breaks.

Contact us for free full report 

Web: https://www.sumthingtasty.co.za/contact-us/

Email: energystorage2000@gmail.com

WhatsApp: 8613816583346
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